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Fast Facts About the Neuroscience Program
• Average of 800 students are enrolled in the major and minor each year

• Interdepartmental program ~ flexibility in coursework options and faculty 
from across departments/schools

• Challenging, interdisciplinary curriculum

• Various options to engage in research

• Strong community with multiple leadership and outreach opportunities

• Good preparation for pre-health graduate programs

• We have an intro class! NEUROSC 20 (offered in summer and fall)
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Preparation for the Major or Minor
NEUROSCIENCE MAJOR NEUROSCIENCE MINOR
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IMPORTANT NOTES FOR PREP:
• Each course must be passed with a C- or higher
• All courses must be taken for a letter grade (save for 

exceptions from Spring 2020 to Summer 2021)
• Students must complete the preparation with an overall 2.0 

GPA
• Students who repeat more than two preparation classes or 

any preparation class more than once are subject to 
dismissal from the major or minor. 
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Upper Division 
Major 
Requirements
• 10 upper division 

courses (43 units)

• Must complete all 
coursework with an 
overall GPA of 2.0 or 
higher

• No more than eight 
courses may be from 
any one department 
(IDP rule)
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Upper Division 
Minor
Requirements
• 7 upper division 

courses (31 units)

• Must complete all 
coursework with an 
overall GPA of 2.0 or 
higher

• Can only overlap up to 
two courses with 
another major or minor
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Capstone 
Options
for the Major
• Two-quarter 

commitment related to 
research

• Must be completed 
after NEUROSC 
M101A

• Most students pursue 
in their senior year
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Departmental Honors 
for the Major

Eligibility Requirements
• 3.0 GPA in major prep coursework

• 3.2 overall GPA at UCLA

Graduation Requirements
• For departmental honors

• 3.2 overall GPA
• 3.4 GPA in major (excluding prep)
• Ratings of “honors” on thesis by 2 readers

• For departmental highest honors
• 3.5 overall GPA
• 3.7 GPA in the major (excluding prep)
• Ratings of “highest honors” on thesis by 2 

readers
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How to Declare the Neuroscience Major or Minor
• Complete all of the required prep for the major (prerequisites for NEUROSC M101A) 

or minor with a 2.0 GPA or higher

• Meet with a Neuroscience advisor to review your preparation, the upper division 
requirements, and to discuss a course plan for completing the major or minor 
requirements

• Students who have earned less than 150 units can change their major or declare the 
minor at that time

• Students who have earned more than 150 units must petition for permission to 
change their major or declare the minor to their college counseling unit (and make 
sure they will not exceed 216 units or their degree expected term)

- Students who will exceed their unit maximum or degree expected term must 
complete a Program Change Petition and a Degree Plan Contract
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How to Declare a Double Major
• Must have completed all prerequisites and at least two upper division 

courses for each major

• Must be able to complete all requirements for both majors within the 
degree expected term on DARS and within 216 units (or Blue Petition 
must be submitted to college counseling unit to request extension for 
graduation date and/or unit maximum increase)

• Complete the following paperwork with both departments and submit to 
your College Counseling Unit (CAC, AAP, Honors or Athletics): 

- Departmental Approval for the Double Major/Minor Form
- Degree Plan Contract
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College Counseling Unit Petitions
https://caac.ucla.edu/petitions-forms/petition-submission-overview/ 
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Please Note:
• Review of petitions by college counseling offices (CAC, AAP, Honors, or Athletics) 

can take up to 10-15 business days

• Extensions to degree expected terms are handled on a case-by-case basis but are 
typically only allowed for one additional summer session or one additional academic 
quarter

• Students can overlap up to 20 units (typically 4-5 courses) between two majors, but 
students must have 20 unique units for a minor

• Non-Life Science transfer students cannot declare the Neuroscience major, but can 
declare the minor

• Students who are enrolled in a school outside of the College of Letters and Science 
(Engineering, TFT, Arts, Luskin, etc.) must consult with their school first to determine 
major/minor change rules
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Resources for Neuroscience Majors and Minors
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Thank You
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